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Glamour candidate aims to smash that old Nationals stereotype
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Swinging voter: Hajnal Ban, Nationals candidate for the seat of Forde, south of Brisbane, takes time out from campaigning yesterday Picture: Patrick Hamilto:

Sarah Elks

THE Nationals® glamowr candi-
date for the southeast Cueens-
land seat of Forde has had to
sacrifice sleep and violin lessons
o squeeze in campaigning around
her day job a3 a local counciller.

Hajnal Ban, 29, who worked as
# harrister before being elected to
Beaudesert Shire Council in 2004,
Faces a tough hattle in the elector-
dtte that extends south of Brishane
through farming land to the Gold
Coast hinterland.

The seat is held by the Liberal
Party with a margin of 115 per
cent, and has not been won by the
Nationals in their 23-vear history.

It covers the extending urban
sprawl of Brishane to the south as
well as farming couniry and the
major rur]’i? town of Beandesert

Ms Ban, preselected hy the
Nutionals in December, hecame
one of the faces of the party’s
television campaign aimed at
breaking the stereolype of a
traditions! Nationals politician.

She has made guite an impres-
sion on the internet, with her
YouTube video, The Adventures
of Hajnal Ban, being viewed more
than a thousand times since it was
posted a week ago.

There is a fan club on the social
networking site Facehook dedi-
cated to the lsmeli-born barrister
of Hungarian descenl. with niore
than 100 subscribers.

““The internet can be guite
addictive if you sit down in
front of it, you c e
bour,” Ms Ban s I started
ampaigning guite @ long time
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“I've cut out all my fun
iviti 1 started playing the
violin apain last Christmas and
Pye cut that out completely. I'm
also not sleeping much, about
four hours a night.*
all are pleased with Ms
management abilities
The Labor candidate for Forde,
tirell Raguse, had to resign from
asition as a state pov. L'I‘I'Imi’l‘l
adviser to contest tf
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the same
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'\Il Raguse

the ALP s

the first time since 1996 thal
Boomah, which has a strong
conservative flavour, has bee
removed from the electorate.”

But the Liberals have the inside
running for the seat, with com-
munity newspaper-owner and
mother-of-six Wendy Creighton
standing for the party after sitting
menber Kay Elson decided not to
contest the election.

Mz Creighton said would never
take the seat for gramied. *‘Kay
worked very hard to be a ver
good ocal representative
watched her do that for years, it
not easy," she said.

“*You've got to be in touch witl
the people across the rural anc
regional communities, Peo
want to see you on the groun

For voters on the streels of
Forde, there is & consensus on
local issues that are biting hard
One of their major concern
state of the health s

In his curtains and
business in Beaudesert, n
Liberal voter Mark Lohmann
the town hospitai
on the state Government,

“It*s only recently been rebu
but they*ve closed the o
wards and cut back some
otheér fanctions,™ said Mr
mann, a father of two.

Down the road, at

cleaners, owner (
agreed H].Jt the poor
hospital was an issue

He suid he was o swinging
who voted Liberal sf the
Mhrzl poll but was leaning
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